
COUNTY OF BATH, VIRGINIA 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

BATH COUNTY COURTHOUSE, Room 115 

 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 

 At the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Bath County, Virginia, Bruce 

McWilliams, Chairman; Henry “Kevin” Fry, Vice Chairman; Claire A. Collins, Phillip “Bart” 

Perdue; Clifford A. Gilchrest; Lady and Gentlemen Supervisors; Michael M. Collins, County 

Attorney; and Ashton N. Harrison, County Administrator. 

 

Chairman McWilliams called the meeting to order. 

 

 The Chairman led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Mr. Perdue offered the invocation.   

 

 The Chairman opened the first public comment session.  

 

 Mr. Wally Robertson, Cedar Creek District, welcomed the County Administrator to Bath 

County.  Mr. Robertson said he did not feel a second monthly meeting of the Board of 

Supervisors was necessary. 

 

 Mr. Jack Lindsay, Warm Springs District, said the road near Robertson Lane in the 

Rocky Ridge area needed attention.  Mr. Lindsay said there is a dangerous bus stop at this 

location. 

 

 Mrs. Sue Hirsh, Superintendent of Schools asked Mr. Lindsay to contact her office with 

any school transportation concerns.   

 

 The Chairman closed public comment and asked for Board member comments. 

 

 Ms. Collins reminded everyone to never forget September 11, 2011, which is now 

remembered as National Commemorative Service Day, and to please observe a moment of 

silence and lower flags to half mast.  Ms. Collins invited the public to attend her district meeting 

at the Hot Springs Fire House from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Monday, September 16, 2013.  

 

 Mr. Gilchrest said the Department of Historic Resources would dedicate four historic 

markers around the County to honor historic properties.  Mr. Gilchrest thanked everyone who 

donated funds to pay for the markers honoring the T.C. Walker School and the Union Hurst 

School. 

 

 The Chairman asked the Board if they wished to approve or add to the agenda.   

 

 Mr. Gilchrest made the motion to approve the agenda with the addition of a report 

regarding the progress of the Telecommunications Planning Grant under item 169-13A.  Ms. 

Collins seconded the motion which was adopted 5-0.  

 



 The Chairman introduced the next agenda item which was approval of the minutes from 

the August 13, 2013 and August 27, 2013 meetings of the Board of Supervisors.  Ms. Collins 

made the motion to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2013 and August 27, 2013 meetings 

of the Board of Supervisors as submitted.  Mr. Perdue seconded the motion which was adopted 

5-0.  

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was discussion of the 

proposed FY 2014-15 Budget Development Calendar. 

 

 Mrs. Janet Bryan, Executive Assistant, asked the Board to review the dates presented and 

inform the County Administrators Office of any conflicts.  Mrs. Bryan said the Board would 

formally adopt the budget calendar at a future meeting. 

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was updates from County 

department heads.   

 

 Department reports were provided by Ms. Rebecca Mann, Airport Manager; Mr. Mark 

Nelson, Parks and Recreation Director; Mrs. Sherry Ryder, County Planner and Zoning 

Administrator; Mr. T.A. Seabolt, Code Official; and Mrs. Maggie Anderson, Tourism and 

Economic Development Director.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a request from the 

Sheriff’s Office to surplus a 2004 Ford Crown Victoria and a request to appropriate the funds 

from the sale of surplus vehicles back to the sheriff’s office to be used to equip new vehicles for 

service.   

 

 Major James W. Bryan, III asked the Board for permission to surplus a 2004 Ford Crown 

Victoria which would be sold at public auction and asked the Board to appropriate the revenues 

from the sale back to the sheriff’s office for supplies for new vehicles. 

 

 Ms. Collins made the motion to surplus a 2004 Ford Crown Victoria from the sheriff’s 

fleet and to appropriate the revenues from the sale back to the sheriff’s office for supplies for 

new vehicles.  Mr. Perdue seconded the motion which was adopted 5-0. 

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the agenda item which was an update of the 

Telecommunications Planning Grant.   

 

 Mrs. Janet Bryan, Executive Assistant, outlined the tasks required by the Department of 

Housing and Community Development in order to qualify for the Telecommunications Planning 

Grant funding.  Mrs. Bryan said the management team has been identified and continues to work 

to complete the identified tasks.  Mrs. Bryan said a detailed business needs survey would be 

addressed through an online survey that would be available for businesses including home based 

businesses.  Mrs. Bryan said a follow up management team meeting would be held in early 

October.  The draft RFP for professional services and survey results will be reviewed at the 

October management team meeting.  A complete community Telecommunications Plan will be 

developed as part of the planning grant activities. 



 Ms. Collins said nTelos and Dish Network are working in the region to implement a fixed 

wireless pilot program.  Ms. Collins said nTelos and Dish Network should be considered as 

community partners to participate in the Planning Grant and also offered her assistant to the 

management team.  

 

 The Chairman opened the floor to the final public comment.  

 

 Mr. Harper Wagner commented on the condition of the parking lot at the library. 

 

 Mr. Harrison, County Administrator, replied the Board approved funding for parking lot, 

ingress, and egress resurfacing at the library and other identified areas adjacent to the Sheriff’s 

Office and E911 Center in the current budget.   

 

 Mr. Charlie Hamilton, Cedar Creek District, asked the Parks and Recreation Director to 

consider scheduling more youth league soccer games in Bath County. 

 

 Mrs. Sue Hirsh, Superintendent of Schools, announced the joint meeting of the Board of 

Supervisors and the School Board scheduled for September 17, at 7 p.m., at the School 

Administration Building.  Mrs. Hirsh also commented on a memo she received from Delegate 

Byron who was requesting information related to schools accessibility to broadband. 

 

 Ms. Connie Taylor-Simmons said she recently returned to Bath County and requested a 

meeting with her Supervisor to share ideas on promoting the County.  

 

 Mr. Keswick Phillips, Cedar Creek District, urged the Board to continue operating the 

transfer station. 

 

 The Chairman closed the public comment session and asked for comments from the 

Board. 

 

 Ms. Collins gave the Board an overview of a new program “Beauty for Ashes” that is 

being formed in Clifton Forge.  The program provides support to women who are struggling with 

substance abuse.  

 

 Mr. Fry thanks the department heads for their presentations.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams thanked the department heads and Constitution Officers and 

introduced Janice O’Reilly, Clerical Assistant in the County Administrator’s Office.  Chairman 

McWilliams asked Mr. Harrison, County Administrator if he wanted to take a moment to speak.  

 

 Mr. Harrison, County Administrator, said he was happy to be in Bath County and that he 

found the citizens and employees to be warm and helpful.  Mr. Harrison said he looked forward 

to working with the department heads, Constitutional Officers and members of the community. 

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was approval of the 

consent agenda. 



 Mr. Gilchrest made the motion to authorize the payment of invoices and requests for 

transfer and appropriations as submitted.  Ms. Collins seconded the motion which was adopted 5-

0. 

 Ms. Collins made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Fry seconded the motion which 

was adopted 5-0. 

 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting.  

 

Ordered that this Board do now stand adjourned until 7:00 p.m., October 8, 2013, for the 

regular session of the Board of Supervisors.   

 

 

 

                                                         _______________________________ 

                                                                              Ashton N. Harrison, Clerk  

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Bruce W. McWilliams, Chairman  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 


