
COUNTY OF BATH, VIRGINIA 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

BATH COUNTY COURTHOUSE, Room 115 

 

Tuesday, October 22, 2013, 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 

 At the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Bath County, Virginia, Bruce 

McWilliams, Chairman; Henry “Kevin” Fry, Vice Chairman; Claire A. Collins, Phillip “Bart” 

Perdue; Clifford A. Gilchrest; Lady and Gentlemen Supervisors; Michael M. Collins, County 

Attorney; and Ashton N. Harrison, County Administrator. 

 

Chairman McWilliams called the meeting to order. 

 

 The Chairman led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Mr. Perdue offered the invocation.   

 

 The Chairman opened the first public comment session.  

 

 Mr. Wally Robertson, Cedar Creek District, questioned the County's intent to close the 

transfer station.  Mr. Robertson said the costs to operate the transfer station are a benefit to all 

citizens, unlike the airport that only benefits a few.  Mr. Robertson asked the Board to clarify 

their individual reasons when voting on issues. Mr. Robertson also questioned why the 

renovations to the Courthouse involved more than ADA upgrades. 

 

 Mr. Carl Chestnut, Cedar Creek District, said he didn't think most people understand 

what it takes to run the transfer station and how nice the facility is.  Mr. Chestnut said if the 

County has money to renovate the Courthouse they can spend the funds to keep the transfer 

station open.  Mr. Chestnut said recently the Warm Springs solid waste site was full of household 

furniture, limbs and stumps. He said the person that put those items in the site was from West 

Virginia.  He also questioned if the judge had approved the plans for the Courthouse renovations.  

 

 Mrs. Ellen Ford, Millboro District, said she read the letter from Stephen Hiner expressing 

his concerns regarding brook trout in Little Back Creek.  Mrs. Ford said she wanted to speak in 

favor of his concerns and would like to see Mr. Hiner, the Board, biologists, and Dominion 

Power work together. Mrs. Ford said she reviewed the plans for renovations of the Courthouse 

and speaking on behalf of the Mountain Soil and Water District she looked forward to working 

with the County Administrator and the Board on the remaining details. 

 

 The Chairman closed public comment and asked for comments from the Board of 

Supervisors.   

 

 Ms. Collins shared comments she received from constituents who attend the Cedar Creek 

District meeting.  Ms. Collins also shared an action alert issued by the National Association of 

Counties (NACo) and asked the Board to consider endorsing a letter submitted to the Senate by 

NACo in support of reauthorizing the Workforce Reinvestment Act.      

 



 Mr. Gilchrest announced the upcoming Millboro truck and tractor pull Saturday, October 

26, 2013.   

 

 The Chairman asked the Board if they wished to approve or amend the agenda.  Mr. 

Gilchrest made the motion to approve the agenda with the addition of endorsing reauthorization 

of the workforce reinvestment act as requested by NACo.   Mr. Fry seconded the motion which 

was adopted 5-0.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a pre-general 

assembly session with Senator Creigh Deeds. 

 

 Senator Deeds addressed the Board and discussed the effects of a transportation bill 

approved last year by the General Assembly and its impact on Bath County.  Senator Deeds said 

over the last twenty years funding for road projects had decreased significantly, but he expected 

an increase in the construction budget over the next six years.  Senator Deeds also addressed 

borrowing from the Virginia Retirement System and its impact on local governments and a push 

by a group from one corner of the state to repeal the Business Professional Occupation License 

tax and Machinery and Tools taxes, a critical source of funding for localities like Alleghany 

County and Covington. Senator Deeds said this proposal could reach the General Assembly in a 

couple of years.  

 

 Mr. Fry said a one time it was mentioned that secondary roads might be the responsibility 

of the localities.  Mr. Fry asked if this issue was a dead issue or something for localities to watch. 

 

 Senator Deeds said the issue is not dead at all.  Senator Deeds said state money maintains 

roads and construction funds have all but dried up.  He stated that they are still some who 

support passing secondary roads back to counties in order to raise funds.  Senator Deeds said he 

does not support anything that pushes road maintenance back on localities.   

 

 Ms. Collins said the VRS issue where the state doesn’t want to fund their liability is a 

huge issue for counties especially when based on the composite index.  Ms. Collins said every 

year in the general assembly there are new mandates that gives localities less and less 

opportunities to use local tax dollars for what citizens want.   Ms. Collins questioned what could 

be done about this. 

 

 Senator Deeds said we need to vote against the legislation that passes mandates to 

localities.  Senator Deeds said the Line of Duty Act is a prime example of legislation that should 

not have been passed to localities.  Senator Deeds said the Line of Duty Act is a good thing but it 

was created by the state and should be the responsibility of the state.   

 

 Mr. Gilchrest said the Business Professional Occupation License tax reminded him of the 

car tax and asked if there was any parallel there.    

 

 Senator Deeds said there is and stated that the state shouldn’t be allowed to tell localities 

what they can do with the funds they raise.  

 



 

 Chairman McWilliams asked where the state was on the issue of sales taxes that are not 

being collected from online sales. 

 

 Senator Deeds said Bath County is ripe for online businesses and if the bill passes a 

portion of the funds will go to fund transportation. Senator Deeds said the federal government 

had twice defeated the bill and he wasn’t confident it would pass this time.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a presentation of 

courthouse renovations request for proposals and approval to advertise the request for proposals. 

 

 Mr. Ashton Harrison, County Administrator, introduced Robert Pilkington, Balzer and 

Associates.    

 

 Mr. Pilkington presented the Board with the final drawings and explained phase one of 

the project that included ADA upgrades to restrooms on all three floor, renovations of space on 

the ground floor, curb and entrance improvements at the ground level, and exterior painting.  Mr. 

Pilkington reviewed the request for proposals and said with the Boards approval the request for 

proposals was ready for release.   

 

 Mr. Perdue questioned if the circuit court judge had signed off on the project.         

 

 Mr. Pilkington said he wasn't involved in the beginning phases of the project but it was 

his understanding that meetings were held early on with County Administration and 

representatives of the Courts.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams said his understanding was that the judge had total authority over 

the courts and his offices, but the Board has authority over the courthouse. 

 

 Ms. Collins said she is aware that the judge has not seen the plans.  Ms. Collins said the 

judge should approve the plans before moving forward. 

 

 Mr. Gilchrest said he is pleased with ADA compliance.  Mr. Gilchrest in 2014 the 

courthouse will be 100 years old and he appreciates the County Administrator’s foresight to paint 

the exterior. 

 

 Ms. Collins made the motion to table action regarding the request for proposals for 

courthouse renovations until the November 12, 2013, meeting out of respect for the judge, until 

the judge can review the plans and provide his blessings.  Ms. Collins said it is normal practice in 

Bath County to allow for the judge to review and approve the plans before moving forward.        

 

 Mr. Perdue said he supports the ADA and parking improvements but he was not sure the 

rest of the project was needed.  He said the citizens do not support the renovations.  Mr. Perdue 

asked what the projected costs would be for the ADA improvements.   

 

 Mr. Pilkington replied approximately $65,000 to $70,000.  



 

 Mr. Harrison, County Administrator, read a motion made by Mr. Gilchrest in June 2013, 

and seconded by Mr. Perdue, to relocate the Mountain Soil and Water Conservation District and 

Virginia Cooperative Ext. offices to the ground floor and to authorize up to $20,000 in 

improvements to the space on the ground floor.  Mr. Harrison said he took Mr. Balzer's word for 

it that he had worked with the judge and that the judge was pleased with the plans especially 

those on the second floor.  Mr. Harrison said he cannot read the past he can only read what was 

recorded in the minutes.  Mr. Harrison said when the Board has set something into motion it is 

incumbent upon the County Administrator to see that it carried out and if the Board wants to 

change their minds now would be the time to do so.   

 

 Ms. Collins stated the judge had not seen the plans and asked again for a two week 

extension. 

 

 Mr. Harrison, County Administrator, offered a suggestion that considering there were no 

dates included in the RFP at this time he would suggest that the Board approve the RFP and staff 

would not set the RFP in motion until they received positive action from the circuit court judge.    

 

 Mr. Gilchrest made a substitute motion to approve the request for proposals as submitted 

but allow staff time to contact the circuit court judges and allow for review of the request for 

proposals before dates are filled in and the request for proposals is advertised.  Mr. Fry seconded 

the motion which was adopted 3-2 with Collins and Perdue casting the dissenting votes.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a presentation from 

Stephen Hiner.   

 

 Mr. Hiner said he originally contacted the Board to bring his concerns regarding adverse 

effects that settling ponds at Dominion’s upper reservoirs are having on the brook trout 

population. Mr. Hiner said brook trout are wonderful indicators of the quality of water and 

require cool clean water.  Mr. Hiner said historically Little Back Creek supported a healthy 

population for brook trout.  Mr. Hiner said recently the data has shown that the population of 

brook trout in Little Back Creek has diminished.  He said one theory points to the warming effect 

from the settling ponds that are at the head waters of Little Back Creek.  Mr. Hiner said that he 

didn’t need help from the Board because since first contacting Mr. Perdue he has made contact 

with representatives at Dominion Power who have agreed to work with him and the Department 

of Game and Inland Fisheries to study and hopefully come to a resolution that is agreeable to all 

parties.   

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the agenda item which was consideration to schedule a 

work session to review responses from the request for proposals for solid waste and recycling 

services. 

 

 Mr. Perdue made the motion to schedule a work session for Friday, November 22, 2013, 

at 7 p.m., review responses from the request for proposals for solid waste and recycling services.  

Ms. Collins seconded the motion which was adopted 5-0. 

 



 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was discussion of a joint 

Board of Supervisors meeting with Highland County to discuss stormwater management.   

 

 Ms. Collins made the motion to approve the joint meeting between Bath and Highland 

Board of Supervisors for Wednesday, October 30, 2013, at 6 p.m. at the Highland Modular 

Center.  Mr. Gilchrest seconded the motion which was adopted 5-0.  

 

 Chairman McWilliams stated the next agenda item; appointment of the County 

Administrator to the Pinehurst Heights Rehab Board would not require action as the project is 

nearing completion.  

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item consideration of NACo alert 

regarding the reauthorization of the Workforce Investment Act. 

 

 Mr. Gilchrest made the motion to endorse reauthorization of the Workforce Investment 

Act as request by NACo.  Mr. Fry seconded the motion which was adopted 5-0.  

 

 Consent Agenda 

 

 Ms. Collins made the motion to approve the payment of invoices for October 2013 and 

requests for transfers and appropriations as submitted.  Mr. Gilchrest seconded the motion which 

was adopted 5-0.  

 

 Messrs. Chestnut, Hart, and Martin urged the Board to continue the same level of 

services at the transfer station. 

 

 Ms. Trudy Woodzell co-owner of Jack’s Trash Service said she is concerned for the 

future of her business considering the scope of services that are currently provided by her 

business is included in the RFP.  

 

 The Chairman closed public comment and asked for comments from the Board. 

 

 Mr. Gilchrest said he wanted to remind the public that the Millboro truck and tractor pull 

was scheduled for Saturday, October 26.  

 

 Mr. Perdue said he recently attended the Valley Elementary School fieldtrip to the Hot 

Springs Fire Department.  Mr. Perdue said he was impressed by the dedication of the local 

volunteers. 

 

 Ms. Collins announced the Super Pantry a series of nutritional classes sponsored by 

Virginia Cooperative Extension and the Department of Social Services.   

 

 Mr. Fry said the local Fire and Rescue Association had finished their first annual capital 

plan and would be presenting to the Board in the near future.  Mr. Fry also stressed he wanted 

the Board to research staggered terms. 



 

 Chairman McWilliams asked the Board to consider reserving a Saturday in December to 

meet and work on goal setting for the County Administrator.   

 

 Ms. Collins made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Fry seconded the motion which 

was adopted 5-0.  

 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting.  

 

Ordered that this Board do now stand adjourned until 7:00 p.m., November 12, 2013, for 

the regular session meeting of the Board of Supervisors.   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         _______________________________ 

                                                                              Ashton N. Harrison, Clerk  

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Bruce W. McWilliams, Chairman  

 

 

 

    

    

  

 

   

  

 

  

    

 

 


