
COUNTY OF BATH, VIRGINIA 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

BATH COUNTY COURTHOUSE, Room 115 

 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013, 6:00 p.m. Closed Session; 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 

 At the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Bath County, Virginia, Bruce 

McWilliams, Chairman; Henry “Kevin” Fry, Vice Chairman; Phillip “Bart” Perdue; Clifford A. 

Gilchrest; Supervisors; Michael M. Collins, County Attorney; and William G. O’Brien, Interim 

County Administrator.  Ms. Collins was absent from the meeting due to an illness.  

 

Chairman McWilliams called the meeting to order. 

 

 Upon a motion made by Mr. Perdue, with a second from Mr. Gilchrest, and adopted 4 in 

favor, 0 against, the Board went into closed meeting in the Upper Level Conference Room 

Pursuant to Code of Virginia of 1950 as amended section 2.2-3711 A(1) Personnel.   

 

         Mr. Gilchrest made a motion, with a second from Mr. Perdue, which was adopted 4-0, in 

favor of coming out of closed meeting and returning to the regular meeting and to certify as 

follows:  

 

CERTIFICATE OF CLOSED MEETING 

 

 WHEREAS, the Bath County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on 

this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the 

Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Bath 

County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with 

Virginia law. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Bath County Board of Supervisors 

certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge (1) Only public business matters lawfully 

exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting 

to which the certification resolution applies and (2) Only such public business matters as were 

identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed and considered by 

the Bath County Board of Supervisors. 

 

Ayes: Clifford Gilchrest, Bruce McWilliams, Bart Perdue, and Kevin Fry 

           

Nays: None 

 

Absent: Claire Collins 

 

 The Chairman led the Pledge of Allegiance, and Mr. Perdue offered the invocation.   

 



 The Chairman opened the first public comment session.  

 

 Mr. Carl Chestnut, Cedar Creek District, commented on community complaints regarding 

Parks and Recreation and suggested the Board review the current programs.  Mr. Chestnut also 

said he didn’t think the contract for construction of the animal shelter was awarded to the lowest 

bidder and he was concerned that the supervisor over the construction was also a County 

Supervisor.  

 

 Mr. Grover Nicely said better organization within the Parks and Recreation department 

particularly little league baseball would improve the program. 

 

 Mrs. Stephanie Forbes, Millboro District, said it troubled her that the Millboro 

Preservation and Cultural Association (MPCA) was still being questioned regarding the final 

draw down of county funds.  Mrs. Forbes asked the Board of Supervisors to accept the 

spreadsheet that MPCA provided as an explanation of expenditures and to allow the project to 

move forward.   

 

 Mr. Wally Robertson, Cedar Creek District, commented on the upcoming county and 

schools budget.  Mr. Robertson said the Board should be careful not to spend down the reserve.  

Mr. Robertson also commented on Switzerland Trail.  He said the road is either dust or mud.  

Mr. Robertson said he had repeatedly asked VDOT to address the problems on this road. 

 

 Mr. Jack Lindsay, Warm Springs District, questioned the Board regarding a decision to 

defer the solid waste portion of a building permit.  Mr. Lindsay said he felt the decision was 

unfair.  

 

 The Chairman closed public comment and asked for comments from Board members. 

 

 Mr. Gilchrest said he was encouraged by the investment of a new heating and cooling 

system at Kool Dri.   

 

 Mr. Perdue thanked the MPCA for providing a report of expenditures for the final draw 

down of county funds. 

 

 The Chairman asked if the Board wished to approve or add to the agenda. 

 

 Mr. Perdue made the motion to approve the agenda with the following additions; an 

additional list of invoices for payment including a request to pay invoices related to the K9 

program that were not entered in time to make the additional bills list, an additional transfer 

request from the Tourism department, and a request from the Sheriff to surplus two vehicles, a 

2004 Ford Crown Victoria and a 2002 Jeep Liberty and to offer the surplus vehicles for sale at 

the Drug Task Force Auction.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fry and adopted 4-0.  

 

 Mr. Gilchrest made the motion to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2013 regular 

session and the April 23, 2013 second monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors with one 

spelling correction.   Mr. Perdue seconded the motion which was adopted 4-0.  



 

 Mr. Mason Cauthorn, Millboro Fire Department, asked the Board for their approval 

regarding a resolution in support of the departments financing of two fire trucks.  Mr. Cauthorn 

said approval of the resolution by the Board of Supervisors would allow the fire department to 

qualify for a tax exempt loan.   

 

 Mr. Fry made the motion to approve the resolution in support of the Millboro Fire 

Department as they seek funding to purchase two fire trucks.  Mr. Gilchrest seconded the motion 

which was adopted 4-0.  

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was consideration of 

setting a public hearing for Tuesday, June 11, 2013, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible 

to receive public input regarding a proposed domestic chicken ordinance to be presented for 

inclusion in the Bath County Land Use Regulations.   

 

 Mr. Perdue made the motion to set a public hearing for Tuesday, June 11, 2013, at 7:30 

p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible to receive public input regarding a proposed domestic 

chicken ordinance to be presented for inclusion in the Bath County Land Use Regulations.  Mr. 

Fry seconded the motion which was adopted 4-0.  

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was appointments to 

Boards and Commissions. 

 

 Mr. Perdue made the motion to appoint Mr. Andrew Watkins to fill a vacancy on the 

Building Code Board of Appeals for the Williamsville District. Mr. Gilchrest seconded the 

motion which was adopted 4-0.  

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was actions from closed 

session.  Mr. Gilchrest made the motion to appoint Mrs. Janet Bryan as Interim County 

Administrator, with commensurate compensation beginning June 1, 2013 ending September 1, 

2013 or sooner if a permanent County Administrator has been hired.  Mr. Fry seconded the 

motion which was adopted 4-0.  

 

 Consent Agenda:  Mr. Perdue made the motion to approve the payment of invoices and 

additional invoices, approve requests for transfers and appropriations including the additional 

request from the Tourism department as submitted. Mr. Fry seconded the motion which was 

adopted 4-0. 

 

 Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a joint public hearing 

between the County and Virginia Department of Transportation to consider adoption of the 

secondary six year improvement plan for fiscal years 2014-2019.   

 

 Mrs. Susan Hammond, VDOT Residency Administrator, reviewed the secondary six year 

improvement plan and construction program and the increases in funding sources in fiscal years 

2017 through 2019. Mrs. Hammond gave an overview of the projects included in the secondary 



system plan and explained the detailed budget report provided to the Board.    Mrs. Hammond 

offered to answer questions from the Board.   

 

 Mr. Perdue asked if hydro seeding was an option on Switzerland Trail.  Mrs. Hammond 

said she would consider that option and get back to Mr. Robertson. 

 

 Mr. Gilchrest asked about the potential impact of the new funding legislation passed by 

the General Assembly. Mrs. Hammond said it was positive to see more than one funding source 

in the six year plan and she thought it allowed for more than projects to be considered.   

 

Mrs. Gilchrest asked for an update on the speed limit study on T.C. Walker Road.  Mrs. 

Hammond replied she expected to have information on the speed study in the near future and 

would share that information as soon as it was available. 

 

The Chairman opened the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Wally Robertson, Cedar Creek District, asked if Switzerland Trail could be added to 

the six year plan. 

 

Mrs. Hammond said she would check the traffic counts to see if it met the qualifications. 

 

Mrs. Stephanie Forbes, Millboro District, asked what the scope of work was for Ice Pond 

Road. 

 

Mrs. Hammond replied roadway cleanup, grading, cleaning and repairing of pipes and 

surface treatment. 

 

The Chairman closed the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Gilchrest made the motion to approve the Secondary Six Year Improvement Plan for 

Fiscal Years 2014 through 2019 as presented by Mrs. Hammond.   Mr. Fry seconded the motion 

which was adopted 4-0.   

 

Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a public hearing on 

the County and Schools budget and tax levies for FY 2014.  

 

William G. O’Brien, Interim County Administrator, presented the budget he noted the 

budget was primarily a maintenance budget with no major changes from the previous year.  Mr. 

O’Brien said the budget was inflated by the Capital Improvement Plan which included major 

projects such as school safety, courthouse renovations, a pumper truck and roof replacement for 

Hot Springs fire department.  Mr. O’Brien said he recommended full funding for the school 

system. Mr. O’Brien said the budget includes no increase in tax rates and county reserves remain 

at over six million dollars.   

 



The Chairman asked for questions or comments from Board members, hearing none the 

Chairman opened the public hearing.  There were no comments or questions from the public and 

the public hearing was closed. 

 

Mr. Fry made the motion to refer the County and Schools budget and tax levies for FY 

2014 to the May 28, 2013 meeting for a vote.  Mr. Gilchrest seconded the motion which was 

adopted 4-0. 

 

Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was consideration of 

employee health insurance rates for FY 2014. 

 

Mrs. Janet Bryan, Executive Assistant, said in preparation of the budget a 15 percent 

increase was included for health insurance but with negotiations the renewal came in at 13 

percent.  The increase includes a 2.5 percent increase directly attributed to healthcare reform that 

could not be avoided.   Mrs. Bryan recommended approval of the rates as presented from 

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield and to continue the current rate structure.   

 

Mr. Fry made the motion to accept the renewal from Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield as 

presented and to continue the rate structure of employee only no cost to employees and all other 

plans at 35 percent paid by the employee with the County paying 65 percent of the premiums.  

Mr. Perdue seconded the motion which was adopted 4-0. 

 

Chairman McWilliams introduced the next agenda item which was a request from the 

Sheriff’s Office to declare a 2004 Ford Crown Victoria and a 2002 Jeep Liberty as surplus 

vehicles and allow for their disposal at the Drug Task Force auction.  

 

Mr. Perdue made the motion to declare a 2004 Ford Crown Victoria and a 2002 Jeep 

Liberty as surplus vehicles and allow for their disposal at the Drug Task Force auction.  Mr. Fry 

seconded the motion which was adopted 4-0.  

 

The Chairman opened the final public comment. 

 

Mrs. Jackie Plecker, Williamsville District, asked the Board to address the sound system.  

She said she is hard of hearing and was not able to hear many of the comments and 

presentations.  Mrs. Plecker also asked for clarification of what the Sheriff was requesting 

pertaining to the surplus vehicles.   

 

Mrs. Mary Susan Blankenship, Warm Springs District, announced a fund raiser to benefit 

the Bath County Senior Center.  Mrs. Blankenship said the senior center is applying for historic 

designation.   

 

The Chairman closed public comment and asked for comments from Board members. 

 

Mr. Fry thanked everyone in attendance and thanked Mr. O’Brien for his service to the 

County as Interim County Administrator.  

 



 Mr. Gilchrest said it was good to see Mrs. Jackie Plecker at the Board meeting.  Mr. 

Gilchrest said it was a both pleasure and an honor to work with Mr. O’Brien over the past seven 

months. 

 

Chairman McWilliams agreed with the sentiments regarding Mr. O’Brien and thanked 

Mr. O’Brien and staff for all their work on the budget.  Mr. McWilliams said he was pleased that 

tax rates were proposed to remain at the same rate in the next fiscal year.   Mr. McWilliams said 

he was also encouraged by the investment at Kool Dri.  

 

Mr. William G. O’Brien, Interim County Administrator, said it was a pleasure to serve 

the County and he appreciated the opportunity to work and live in Bath County the past 7 

months.   

 

Mr. Perdue made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Fry seconded the motion which 

was adopted 4-0.  

 

Chairman McWilliams adjourned the meeting. 

 

 Ordered that this Board do now stand adjourned until 7:00 p.m., May 28, 2013, for the 

second monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors.  The next regular meeting is Tuesday, 

June11, 2013, at 7:00 p.m.       

 

 

 

                                                         _______________________________ 

                                                                              Janet G. Bryan, Deputy Clerk  

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Bruce W. McWilliams, Chairman  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 


