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Bath County Planning Commission 
 

Bath County Courthouse – Room 115 

 

May 26, 2015 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:Chairman John Cowden, Vice-Chair Jason Miller,  

Trudy Woodzell, John Loeffler,Monroe Farmer 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: Mike Bollinger (press) 

STAFF PRESENT:  Sherry Ryder 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Cowden called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Chairman Cowden and the other Commissioners welcomed Mr. Farmer to the Committee. 

PUBLIC COMMENT—MATTERS UNRELATED TO THE AGENDA: None 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: None 
 

PUBLIC HEARING(s):   

 The Bath County Airport Authority/County of Bath – (TM#94-25) – Conditional Use 

Permit application to conduct a carnival rides at 6240 Airport Road in conjunction with 

various functions. The property is commonly known as Ingalls Field. The property 

comprises of 353.06 acres situated in the Valley Springs Magisterial District and is zoned 

A-2 Agricultural General. 

Sherry Ryder: Both names are on the application due to the event being hosted by the County of 

Bath (Tourism Department) and held at the Bath County Airport. Maggie Anderson isn’t here 

tonight due to her having meetings for the next two days and getting ready for the Economic 

Development Authority/downtown Hot Springs meeting. I feel that the application is self-

exploratory. The company they have been dealing with will hopefully be the same one each year. 
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They will supply their own employees to work the rides. They hope to make the event more 

family friendly by adding freekiddy carnival rides. You have pictures of the rides in your packet. 

They are asking The Planning Commission to make a recommendation supporting this, withan 

indefinite conditional use permit for this address so they can have events each year without 

having to come back and ask each year. 

John Loeffler:I talked to Maggie about this. I like the idea of this. But I feel that having an 

indefinite timeline may be too much to ask for. I’m concerned about the neighbors not being 

happy about it. 

Jason Miller: On other Conditional Use permit we have approved them for five years. 

Sherry Ryder: Yes, you can.  I’m just saying that that’s what they are asking for. 

John Loeffler: I’m not against an indefinite timeline, but feel that the issues may need to be 

revisited at some point in time. 

Chairman Cowden asked for more clarifications on what events they are asking for other than 

Wing and Wheels. 

Sherry Ryder: Relay for Life, Street scenes, Car racing events like the one they just had. 

Trudy Woodzell: The only two events held up there is Wings & Wheels and Want to Go Fast. 

As far as noise goes, the airport is way up there and you would have to make a whole lot of noise 

for the neighbors to hear you up there. 

Sherry Ryder: Right, but if they wanted to have another family friendlyevent, sponsored by 

Bath County, they don’t want to limited it to just the same events and have to apply again each 

year. This permit would be for the events at the airport only. They would have to be in 

conjunction with the County of Bath being a sponsor too.  

Jason Miller: If I contact the Airport Authority and I say, I want to have an event and want to 

use this permitand the County says ok, we’ll sponsor it. Regardless of what it is. How do you 

define, “sponsor it”. What is the involvement of the County in that other than putting their name 

on the flyer? 

Sherry Ryder: The County would have to be the one to provide the carnival simply because the 

carnival being under the County’s Insurance. So the CUP would be for the County. But due to it 

being located at the Airport, they had to be on the application as well. The Tourism Department 

is asking through the County, and they would be the permit holders. They are the ones with the 

insurance. 

Trudy Woodzell: So the “Wanting to Go Fast” wasn’t County sponsored? That was sponsored 

by the Airport.  

Sherry Ryder: Only if the County wanted to go in conjunction with them. The County’s name 

would have to be on the permit.  But this permit is only with the County of Bath & County of 

Bath Tourism. At the Airport only. If they chose another location they would need to reapply. 
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Trudy Woodzell: You are only talking about one or two events a year.  

Sherry Ryder: for the next few years, yes but I am unsure about later.  

Sherry Ryder: They will have. The County’s insurance will be an over rider liability policy. 

Vice-Chairman Miller: Will the rides have their own power?  

Sherry Ryder: They will be providing their own generators. Maybe next year they may have 

different rides.  

Chairman Cowden: How about the age for these rides? 

Sherry Ryder: Each ride has its own age/height requirement.  Some may allow the parent to 

ride too, with the child. 

Mr. Loeffler andVice-Chair Miller both still have a problem with approving anindefinite 

permit. But would agree with a five year term. 

Chairman Cowden: Do I hear a motion? 

Trudy Woodzell: I make a motion to approve this request for a Conditional Use permit 

application(TM#94-25) to conduct carnival rides at the Bath County Airport, 6240 Airport Road 

as summited for five years at this location specified as written. Sponsored by Office of Tourism 

and County of Bath.     

Mr. Loeffler: Seconded motion 

VOTE: 5-0 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Update to 2014-2019 Comprehensive Plan – Receive public input on revision to verbiage 

in Bath County’s Growth Areas. Additional verbiage being “In accordance with §15.2-

2223.1 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the following will be considered as 

Bath County’s Growth Areas …” The growth areas did not change. 

Chairman Cowden: Update to the 2014-2019 Comprehensive Plan. So we only have changes to 

the verbiage and no significate changes to the Comprehensive Plan? 

Sherry Ryder: Yes. That is due to Bath County not having any urban development areas, known 

asUDA. Because of our population etc. In order to continue to receive funding through VTRANS 

2040 that VDOT has started implementing. We need to either, reference our UDA’s in the Comp 

Plan, if you don’t have UDA’s then you need to reference the “In accordance with §15.2-2223.1” 

in our Comp Plan so we put it at the beginning of our growth area so to encompass all the areas 

that follow after that. This has to be incorporated in the Comp Plan and adopted prior to October 

15
th

to qualify for funds. Without these changes we would not get any money. 

Chairman Cowden:Do I hear a motion? 
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Vice-Chair Miller: I make a motion to incorporate the verbiageset forth on page 11- 9 as 

submitted in our packets, into the Bath County Growth Area sectionof the Bath County 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Mr. Loeffler seconded the motion 

VOTE:  5-0 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: None 

Chairman Cowden asked if the Board of Supervisor would give any recognition for Mike Grist 

at the upcoming meeting. 

Sherry Ryder: I think, they will have some sort of recognition for his years of service. It could 

be a plaque or a letter. I am unsure if Mike will be able to attend that night. 

Trudy Woodzell: It would becool if we all showed up to show our support his years of service. 

That would mean a lot to him too. So let us know if he will be there. 

Sherry Ryder: I would let you know. 

 

STAFF REPORT: In packet 

Sherry Ryder: I would like to welcome Mr. Farmer to the Commission. I am happy to have that 

seat filled. 

Tomorrow night, there will be the Economic Development public meeting downtown at the Fire 

House. Please try to attend. I am unsure what they will be presenting. Trudy and myself are on 

the Steering Committee and have had two meetings. So tonight they will present it to the public. 

They are a good group and have a good history on their work for other localities and businesses. 

Mr. Loeffler: Russ seems very sharp. 

Trudy Woodzell: On my interview, it was very laid back and relaxed. They asked a lot of 

questions, your opinion and then gave feed back to your answers. They were very well prepared 

for those interviews. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Gas Drilling & Hydrofracturing Ordinance 

Vice-Chair Miller: Has Mr. Collins given us a time frame? 

Sherry Ryder: Not yet. This is for the draft ordinanceon Bonding for gas drillingwe are working 

on. I will ask him again. I will also give Mr. Farmer some information on what we are talking 

about. 
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Capital Improvement Plan 

Sherry Ryder: On August 11
th

at 5p.m. you will have a joint work session in this room with the 

Board of Supervisors on the Capital Improvement Plan. They have put us before their normal 

agenda.  

 

Architectural Standards 

Sherry Ryder: I have asked Sara Holberg to come to one of our meeting. She worked on those 

books I passed out before. She has a wealth of information. I will let you know when she can 

come.  

 

NEW BUSINESS - None 

 

MINUTES 

Chairman Cowden: We have the minutes for April 27, 2015 

Mr. Loeffler: I make a motion to approve the April 27
th

Minutes. 

Vice-Chair Millerseconded the motion 

Vote:4-0-1(Mr. Farmer abstained due to not being at the meeting) 

ADJOURN 

Vice-Chair Millermade amotion to adjourn the meeting.  

All agreed 

Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

____________________________________      ____________________ 

ChairmanJohn Cowden     Date 

 

 

 


