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A Message from Rita McClenny, President & CEO 

Dear Industry Partners, 

  

Today, Governor Ralph Northam held a press briefing announcing further actions to help 
contain and prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the Commonwealth.  

  

• Virginia will follow the federal guidelines of gatherings of 10 or more people. This 
means that all restaurants, malls, fitness centers, and other businesses must comply 
with these regulations or temporarily close. Restaurants are encouraged to continue 
offering take-out options.  

• Virginians that are 65 or older should self-quarantine. The administration is working on 
solutions to ensure that older Virginians can still get food, medicine, and other needs 
met.   

• All DMV offices will be closed to the public.  Online services are still available, so 
anyone who needs to renew a license or registration may do so online. For Virginians 
who have a license or registration that expires on May 15, 2020, there will be a 60 day 
extension.  

• Unemployment funds are available through the Virginia Employment Commission. The 
Governor has waived the one week waiting period so that workers can start receiving 
benefits right away. Affected workers or businesses can contact the Virginia 
Employment Commission for information on how to apply for help.  

• The Governor is urging younger Virginians to social distance, underscoring the 
importance of mitigating the spread of this disease. It is critical that we think not of 
ourselves, but of others. Young and healthy people may think this won't affect them, 
but the Governor is asking everyone to think of parents and grandparents, your 
neighbors, and your communities.  

• The Virginia Department of Health will continue posting information on the number of 
cases on their website at noon, in addition to other resources. Please visit the VDH 
website often.   

• Finally, please continue to take basic health precautions to avoid contracting the 
disease:  

o Wash your hands with soap and water 
o Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018l9vqHSaP3uqEwJgZDs4WQFDLCw9misD7o46X-dYk4uHHnLNQHB_QCdntAgxigvc-2Kpk6-yys99f4Oq7CDuWkdD2TdZ9d2NsvU5tfeKs1d0mnMx1bRj1TbuoO-V4qWp9AfXQ2vVo4OE2wcnJv4n841pQpBcLyEghnkeq_nrn6Y=&c=DB9XCAOd1pNafxtoaoAw8s-f8cF_dlCANBVF571kCUeFnpeYyc6K1w==&ch=priN0oMu26REDyYFA7ScFPse57mVqXmkwRN-z1gDtnu_Liu3eYuPAg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018l9vqHSaP3uqEwJgZDs4WQFDLCw9misD7o46X-dYk4uHHnLNQHB_QA-tS8M5KCeBGZBECgAHD4zN5PQ7u_yyPrm_Xj0sKIMt5HlaiQ863KrCHkPwj9zfx9YBBp_tUXej-3Jqw4Z_meyoKwTtcOxoFNra-3eIDEl46IVr-UMHCN-zi4TB3v0wzKUMB_K_gUZC5NKxOv5acvQ=&c=DB9XCAOd1pNafxtoaoAw8s-f8cF_dlCANBVF571kCUeFnpeYyc6K1w==&ch=priN0oMu26REDyYFA7ScFPse57mVqXmkwRN-z1gDtnu_Liu3eYuPAg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018l9vqHSaP3uqEwJgZDs4WQFDLCw9misD7o46X-dYk4uHHnLNQHB_QA-tS8M5KCeBSMTQZreU1DOByDMQAsidCSPWpRpRV8ew6wJO5weSXXAXDJ9jSPpJVCAno7pcepqH15At4r7VGutIFQCNViWleGqXOVwSolxZsDWxiI1FXOZ6UizEbc1Jew==&c=DB9XCAOd1pNafxtoaoAw8s-f8cF_dlCANBVF571kCUeFnpeYyc6K1w==&ch=priN0oMu26REDyYFA7ScFPse57mVqXmkwRN-z1gDtnu_Liu3eYuPAg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018l9vqHSaP3uqEwJgZDs4WQFDLCw9misD7o46X-dYk4uHHnLNQHB_QA-tS8M5KCeBu7Fn_JyxJP3epLIaFTdovTDMCBX0btuLSTtoVPvmzl9t8UUWl4jVzcYe4N7IIdNMER7iJLnW-19H9SWnOLEqg4sUz27NgDcHSKVzGvINFRqEZnHRXA5-gTruFwPg7doUo3bvnh7Rl5pSj6VpOt0H5x3AkBlvK1xnItbwh_5RvsK-LuPW4gITmg==&c=DB9XCAOd1pNafxtoaoAw8s-f8cF_dlCANBVF571kCUeFnpeYyc6K1w==&ch=priN0oMu26REDyYFA7ScFPse57mVqXmkwRN-z1gDtnu_Liu3eYuPAg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018l9vqHSaP3uqEwJgZDs4WQFDLCw9misD7o46X-dYk4uHHnLNQHB_QA-tS8M5KCeBu7Fn_JyxJP3epLIaFTdovTDMCBX0btuLSTtoVPvmzl9t8UUWl4jVzcYe4N7IIdNMER7iJLnW-19H9SWnOLEqg4sUz27NgDcHSKVzGvINFRqEZnHRXA5-gTruFwPg7doUo3bvnh7Rl5pSj6VpOt0H5x3AkBlvK1xnItbwh_5RvsK-LuPW4gITmg==&c=DB9XCAOd1pNafxtoaoAw8s-f8cF_dlCANBVF571kCUeFnpeYyc6K1w==&ch=priN0oMu26REDyYFA7ScFPse57mVqXmkwRN-z1gDtnu_Liu3eYuPAg==


o Stay at home if you feel sick 
o Avoid touching your face  

Virginia Tourism will continue to update our industry-facing page daily. Please visit 
vatc.org/coronavirus for more information. 
  
Thank you for your continued leadership during this difficult time. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please reach out to me at any time: President@virginia.org. 
  
Stay well, 
Rita 
 
 
For more guidance from the Office of the Governor, please click here. 
 
For guidance from the Virginia Department of Health, please click here. 
 
For more information on COVID-19 and its impact on the travel industry, please visit 
vatc.org/coronavirus 
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